For most of its nearly four hundred year history, Maryland was a society of slaves and slaveholders.  The remnants of slavery’s history can be found in all corners of the state from Frederick Douglass’ birthplace on the eastern shore to the iron furnaces of western Maryland.  Two important and accessible sites to understand something of slavery’s presence in the state are the Sotterley Plantation in St. Mary’s County and Hampton Plantation in Prince George’s County.  They represent the many historic places that feature the importance of slavery in the creation of Maryland society.   

